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the fate of the British Empire in India connected with it Mean as its substance
may be, its accidental properties were equivalent to those which, like the ma-
gical characters of a Talisman in the Arabian mythology, formed the essence of
the state itself; representation, title, and the estimate of public opinion. Such
a stroke as that which I have supposed would have been universally considered as
decisive of the national fate; every state around it would have started into arms
against it; and every subject of its own dominion would according to their several
abilities have become its enemy. What really passed approaching to such an ef-
fect from the sole apprehension of such a cause more than warrants the conclusion of
what would have followed the cause itself, had it existed.

The effects of the first consternation having subsided, a number of men, reputed
2000, returned to Ramnagur on the 18th under the command of Ramjeeawun, a
confidential and domestic Chief of the family.

The remainder of Major Popham's detachment, consisting of four companies of
Sepoys, one company of Artillery, and the company of French Rangers, lay at
Mirzapoor.

These were ordered to march immediately to Ramnagur. Lieutenant-Colonel
Blair was ordered to detach a battalion of Sepoys from the garrison of Chunar on
the same destination. It was intended that as soon as these corps had joined, and
were properly equipped for service, Major Pophani should take the command, and
proceed against the forces quartered in Ramnagur. I wrote an order express to
Captain Blair who commanded the battalion from Chunar, commanding him to
halt at a secure distance from Ramnagur, and wait for further orders; and Ma-
jor Popham, whom I had afterwards vested with the command in form, wrote a
similar order to Captain Mayaffre, the officer commanding the residue of his de-
tachment, with an additional caution to avoid hostilities and attend to the safe*
ty of the whole party, of which being the senior officer he would have the com-
mand till Major Popham assumed it. To ensure the success of his operations
on that side, he had chosen a convenient and open plain on the shore opposite to
Ramnagur for a battery of two mortars which were expected from Chunar; nor
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